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PRIMARY SCHOOL EDUCATION FOR FOUR-YEAR-OLDS, PROGRAM FUNDING 

456. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Education: 
I refer to the introduction by the State Government of primary school education for four-year-olds in 2003, 
particularly in rural primary schools such as Dandaragan Primary School, and to question without notice 351 
asked on 12 November 2002. 

(1) Will the minister advise which schools received funding from the $6.95 million allocated in the 
Department of Education’s 2002-03 capital works program and the $1 million for 2002-03 under the 
rural integration program, and for what purposes? 

(2) Why are some schools missing out when the Department of Education knew that it would introduce 
primary school education for four-year-olds? 

(3) Why is Dandaragan Primary School unable to receive any increase in human or structural resources to 
introduce the program for four-year-olds yet expected to cope with the increase in class sizes, whereby 
in kindergarten to year 1 the actual class size will be 24 students in a recommended class size of 20, and 
in years 2 to 4 it will be 29 in a recommended class size of 24? 

(4) Why has the Department of Education rejected the offer by the parents and citizens association at 
Dandaragan Primary School to lend money for fencing so that the children are not at risk from the road-
train route adjacent to the school? 

Hon GRAHAM GIFFARD replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The $7.65 million allocated in the 2002-03 financial year for provision of early childhood and rural 
integration programs provided 60 new or improved facilities at 54 schools in 15 educational districts. 

(2) Early in 2002, the local district educational offices, using population trends, prioritised the projects 
selected for the 2002-03 programs.  The early childhood directorate of the Department of Education 
reviewed the prioritisation to ensure equity across the various districts.  The projects were then costed 
and the highest priorities funded. 

(3) Schools are allocated teacher full-time equivalents according to student enrolments.  The allocation 
provides sufficient teacher FTEs to form classes from kindergarten to year 7 within the recommended 
class sizes.  To allow for maximum flexibility to meet individual school and student needs, each school 
receives a total allocation of teacher FTEs.  The structuring of the classes and the allocation of the 
teachers within the school are the principal’s responsibility.  In decisions about the school structure, the 
principal considers student needs and recommended class sizes, as well as the need to make optimum 
use of available resources.  The structural resources are provided as identified in (2). 

(4) The department offered to provide the fence as early as possible in 2003, using the 2003-04 funding.  
The school has accepted this offer. 

 


